
The statistics view al lows you to review word usage in the entire corpus 
(Full  corpus statistics ) ,  in individual authors or works (Author statistics) 
or view the usage of  a particular lemma (Lemma statistics).  
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This  page  inc ludes  a  summary o f  the  
data  inc luded in  the  TLG cor pus.  
In for mat ion  i s  presented in  the  
for ms o f  d iag rams and expandable  
menus.  

In for mat ion  inc luded under  the  
expandable  menus  i s  l inked to  Text  
search  or  the  TLG Canon.

FULL CORPUS STATISTICS



This  page  provides  s tat i s t i ca l  
in for mat ion  about  a  spec i f i c  
author  or  work .

The in for mat ion  i s  g iven  
through diag rams or  
expandable  menus  ( l e f t  
co lumn) .

Each  word in  each  l i s t  i s  
l inked to  Text  Search .

Two icons  at  the  bot tom of  
each  diag ram a l low you to  
en large  the  d iag ram or  
obta in  a  l i s t  o f  the  most  
f requent  l emmata in  the  
se lec ted author  or  work .

AUTHOR 
STATISTICS

Statistical information for Homer’s Iliad

Click to go to text search
Click to enlarge Obtain list of  100 most 

frequent lemmata



Exclusions

Unique 
occurences vs.  

hapaxes
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Important notes

¡ There are certain lemmata which we ignore when looking at  
the most frequent lemmata in a subcorpus.  Stop-words are 
ignored in N-grams and Statis t ics  pages. Miles ian numerals  are 
also ignored in l i s ts  of  s tat is t ics.

¡ The total  number of  words l i s ted in the Summary sect ion is  the 
raw count which includes non-Greek words.  Lemmata,
wordfor ms and total word counts--broken down by century–do 
not include non-Greek words.  

¡ Unique occurrences  vs.  hapaxes
It  i s  easy for  the TLG search engine to identi fy  lemmata that 
are unique to a speci f ic  author in the corpus.  The s tat is t ics  
display l i s ts  of  those lemmata as unique occurrences.

Unique occurrences  of  lemmata are known as  “hapaxes”.  We 
do not use the word hapax,  because our corpus i s  not the 
same as  the c lass ical  corpus against  which hapax was 
def ined.  A word is  a hapax in Homer i f  i t  was not used 
elsewhere in the c lass ical  l i terary canon. But the TLG is  not 
l imited to the c lass ical  l i terary canon: i t  a l so includes  
Homeric  dict ionaries,  Homeric  schol ia,  g rammarians,  and 
l i terary theoris ts,  a l l  of  whom discussed the words of  Homer 
at  length.  So while there are numerous Homeric  hapaxes by 
the c lass ical  def ini t ion,  only 14 lemmata in Homer are 
restr icted to Homer in the TLG corpus.



Over-represented and under-represented 
lemmata per century

Relat ive  f requencies  of  lemma use,  rather  than raw counts,  are  
part icu larly  important  when we are  comparing usage across  
d i f ferent  centur ies.  Through accidents  of  scr ibal  pre ference  and 
cul tural  preservat ion,  the  quant i ty  of  preserved Greek l i terature  
var ies  wide ly  by century.  The cor pus  for  A.D.  4  i s  around 18 
mi l l ion words ;  the  cor pus  for  8  B.C.   i s  0 .2  mi l l ion words,  which 
i s  90 t imes  smal ler.  So i t  i s  meaning less  to  say that  there  are  more 
ins tances  of  καλός in  4  A.D.  than B.C.  8  (17,547 vs.  402) ;  wi th  90 
t imes  more words,  we would expect  any word to  occur  more of ten 
in  iv  A.D.  than v i i i  B.C.  

One way of  looking at  th i s  i s  by working out  what  the  expected 
count  of  the  word would be  per  century,  i f  the  word were  
d is tr ibuted evenly  across  the  TLG. καλός occurs  111,604 t imes  in  
the  98 mi l l ion words  of  the  TLG. Extrapolat ing f rom that ,  i t  
should  occur  20,230 t imes  in  iv  A.D. ,  and 274 t imes  in  v i i i  B.C.  
There  are  over  2 ,300 instances  of  καλός le s s  than we would 
expect  in  iv  A.D. ;  so  we can say that  καλός i s  underrepresented by 
2300 instances  for  that  century.  There  are  127 instances  of  καλός
more than we would expect  in  v i i i  B.C. ;  so  we can say that  καλός
i s  overrepresented by 127 instances  for  that  century.
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This  page  provides  
s tat i s t i ca l  in for mat ion  
about  a  par t icu lar  word.  

The in for mat ion  i s  g iven  
through diag rams or  
expandable  menus  ( l e f t  
co lumn) .

Cl ick  on  Geog raphic  
Dis t r ibut ion  to  v iew th i s  
in for mat ion  on  the  map.
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