
Th er e  a r e  t h r ee  m a in  o p t io n s  in  Tex t  S ea rc h :  
Simple (search for one string/word or a phrase) and
Proximity (search for one or more words in proximity) or
Advanced Proximity (search for a wordform, lemma or grammatical category in 
proximity)

S imple
Proximity
or
Advanced 
Proximity

TEXT 
SEARCH
OPTIONS 

Text Search

There are three types of searches :
Word Index search: searches for a specific string (word or phrase) within a pre-indexed list of all 
words in the corpus (fast). 

Lemma Search: searches for a lemma (i.e. dictionary form) and retrieves all its word-forms in the 
TLG corpus.

Textual Search: searches for a specific string (word or phrase) going through all texts in the 
corpus (slower). 

You may search the full corpus or limit the search to a particular author(s) selected from the 
Canon. 



TYPES OF 
SEARCHThe Word Index Search searches through the TLG Word 

Index.  A Word Index search is  a more eff icient way to search 
the corpus if  you know the exact form you wish to search for.  
For example,  enter the genitive form ἀνθρώπου. The TLG will  
retrieve al l  the instances of  the word regardless of  their 
spell ing variants.

The search string is treated as a pref ix of  possible word-
forms.  (You can use space to terminate the word).  Word 
Index search ignores accents and punctuation unless the 
user selects "Exact Search.”  

L emma Search searches through the TLG Lemma database which 
contains lemmata extracted f rom a number of  lex ica .  I f  a lemma 
does not ex ist in the database ,  the search engine wi l l  return no 
results.  In those cases,  Word Index or Textual  search should  be 
used.  I f  you enter lemma πόλις, the search engine wi l l  retr ieve 
a l l  wordforms belonging to this lemma,  inc luding i ts var iants.

The Textual  Search goes through the actual  text f i les,  character 
by character,  to f ind the str ing you have speci f ied .  The results 
wi l l  inc lude a l l  words that contain the speci f ied  str ing.  Spaces 
can be used to indicate the beginning and end of  words.  Textual  
search wi l l  be s lower than Word index and Lemma Search.  
Textual  Search ignores accents and punctuat ion unless the user 
se lects "Exact Search.”

Word Index

Lemma 

Textual Search

What kind of search type do I need?
Word Index Search



Input may be in Greek, beta 
or transliteration

When this option is specified, the search 
is sensitive to case. The system will 
search for upper or lower case 
depending on what the user has 
selected.

In exact match, the 
system will search for the 
exact string selected by 
the user.

The search is sensitive to Greek diacritics 
that are otherwise ignored.



SEARCH 
FEATURES

¡ C a s e S e n s i t ive :  Wh en t h i s  op t ion i s  s e l ec ted ,  t h e s earch i s  
s en s i t ive to cas e ,  wh ich  i s  o t h er wis e ig n ored .

¡ D i a c r i t i c s  S e n s i t ive :  I f  t h i s  op t ion i s  s p ec i f i ed ,  t h e s earch i s  
s en s i t ive to Greek d iacr i t i c s ,  wh ich  a re o t h er wis e ig n ored  in  t h e 
s earch  s t r in g.

¡ Non - A l p h a b e t i c  C h a ra c te r s :  T h i s  op t ion a l lows s earch fo r n on 
a lp h abet i c ch arac te r s ,  s u ch as  be t a e s cap es  an d  ch arac te r s  n o t 
ren dered  in  Un ico de .

¡ Ad s c r i p t a s  S u b s c r i p t :  T h e T LG co r p u s h as  n o t in  ge n e ra l  re s o lve d  
ads cr ip t  io t a in to s u bs cr ip t  io t a .  T h ere fo re ,  ads cr ip t  io t a ap p ear s  in  
s ome ed i t ion s .  I f  t h e ads cr ip t  op t ion i s  s p ec i f i ed ,  t h e s earch  t rea t s  
u n ambig u o u s in s t an ces  o f  io t a ads cr ip t  iden t ica l ly  to io t a 
s u bs cr ip t s .  

¡ S u b s t r i n g  M a tc h :  W h en t h i s  o p t io n i s  s e l ec ted  in  L emma S earch ,  
t h e s earch en g in e wi l l  l ook fo r a l l  comp ou n d fo r ms o f  t h e l emma.

¡ E xa c t m a tc h :  W h en t h i s  o p t io n i s  s e l ec ted  t h e s earch en g in e wi l l  
s earch  fo r t h e exact  s t r in g  en tered  in  t h e s earch  box .  E xact  match i s  
p os s ib l e in  Word  I n de x an d  Text u a l  Search .

Case Sensi t ive

Diacr i t ics  
Sensi t ive

Non- A lphabet ic  
characters

Adscr ipt  as  
Subscr ipt

Substr ing 
match

Exact  match



W i l d c a r d  s e a r c h  a l l o w s  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  o n e  c h a r a c t e r  f o r  a n o t h e r .  W i l d c a r d  i s  
p o s s i b l e  i n  W o r d  I n d e x  a n d  T e x t u a l  S e a r c h .
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i l d c a r d  c o m b i n a t i o n s  a r e  p o s s i b l e :
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A  a s  p a r t  o f  a  w o r d :  A N A  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A  a s  a  p r e f i x  ( w o r d  i n d e x ) / a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  l i n e  ( f u l l  t e x t ) :  ^ A N A  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A  a s  a  s u f f i x  ( w o r d  i n d e x ) / a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  l i n e  ( f u l l  t e x t ) :  A N A $  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  t h e  w o r d  A N A  ( w o r d  i n d e x  o n l y ) :  ^ A N A $  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A D U  o r  A N E D U :  A N [ A E ] D U  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A D U  o r  A N E D U :  A N A D U | A N E D U  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A D U  o r  A N E D U :  ( A N A | A N E ) D U  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A ) N A D U  o r  A ) N E D U :  ( A \ ) N A | A \ ) N E ) D U
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  A N A D  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n y t h i n g  b u t  U :  A N A D [ ^ U ]  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  a  w o r d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  A N A D ,  t h e n  a n y  t w o  l e t t e r s ,  t h e n  U :  ^ A N A D . . U  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  E D U  o r  A N E D U :  ( A N ) ? E D U  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  a  n u m e r i c  d i g i t :  [ 0 - 9 ]  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  a n  A r a b i c  n u m e r a l  ( a  s e q u e n c e  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  d i g i t s ) :  [ 0 - 9 ] +  
¡ S e a r c h  f o r  a  q u o t a t i o n  m a r k  B e t a  e s c a p e  ( "  f o l l o w e d  b y  z e r o  o r  m o r e  d i g i t s ) :  " [ 0 -

9 ] *  

N o t e :  I n  b o t h  W o r d  i n d e x  a n d  T e x t u a l  s e a r c h ,  s p e c i a l  b e t a  c h a r a c t e r  s u c h  a s  * ( ) / \ | +  
s h o u l d  b e  e s c a p e d  b y  p r e f i x i n g  t h e m  w i t h  b a c k s l a s h  ( \ ) .

Ava i lable  in  
Word index and 
Textual  Search

WILDCARD
SEARCH

Wildcard Searches



A p h ras e (n o t ju s t  a  s in g l e wo rd)  can be e n te re d  in to t h e S imp l e s e arch bar.  
E n ter in g  t h e tex t  " M HN I N  A E I DE  QE A PHLHI A DEW ”  in  t h e s earch bar a s  a  
Wo rd  I n dex s earch re t u r n s  a l l  in s t an ces  o f  t h e fo u r -wo rd  p h ras e in  t h e 
co r p u s .  P rox imi t y p h ras a l  s e arch h as  n o t be e n imp l e me n te d  as  o f  t h i s  
P h as e .

T h e re a re o t h e r ways  to s e arch fo r p h ras e s  in  t h e T LG,  t h o u gh 
p h ras a l  s earch i s  mo re p owe r f u l  t h an each o f  t h em:

1 . You  can s earch fo r p h ras es  by u s in g  P rox imi t y s earch :  " Search fo r 
M HN I N  an d  A E I DE  an d  PHLHI A DEW wi t h in  2  words " .  However,  t h i s  
l imi t s  you  to ju s t  t h ree words in  t h e p h ras e .  Moreover,  p rox imi t y s earch 
n o lon ger d i f fe ren t ia tes  be t ween a word  comin g  be fore o r a f te r a  s econ d 
wo rd ;  s o yo u  can n o t s p e c i f y t h a t  t h e wo rds in  t h e p h ras e o ccu r in  t h a t  
s p ec i f i c  o rder.  

2 . You  can u s e Text u a l  Search .  Tex t u a l  s earch byp as s es  t h e word  in dex ,  an d  
s earch es  fo r t h e p h ras e t h rou gh t h e en t i re cor p u s ,  l e t te r by l e t te r ;  s o i t  
i s  mu ch s lower t h an s earch es  invo lv in g  t h e word  in dex .   Tex t u a l  s earch 
dea l s  w i t h  s p aces  be t ween wo rds ,  s o you  can h ave an a rb i t ra r i ly  lon g  
p h ras e .  However you  wi l l  h ave to in s e r t  s p aces  a rou n d t h e p h ras e ,  to 
make s u re t h a t  t h e in i t i a l  an d  f in a l  wo rds  a re n o t t re a te d  as  wo rd  
f rag me n t s :  a  s earch fo r “O GE ”  wi l l  match “ * DA NA I =O GE NE / QLH”,  
wh i l e  “  O  GE  “  l imi t s  t h e s e arch to t h e t wo wo rds .  

3 .  You  can u s e t h e n ew Brows e by N - g rams fea t u re to f in d  a s equ en ce o f  
t wo or t h ree con ten t words h igh l igh ted  in  a tex t ,  an d  look u p a l l  
recu r ren ces  o f  t h a t  p h ras e by c l i ck in g  o n i t .  T h i s  s earch i s  l imi ted  to 
t wo or t h ree con ten t words ,  i t  i g n ores  t h e o rder o f  words an d  ig n ores  
s top words ,  s u ch as  a r t i c l e s  an d  p ar t i c l e s .

How to search 
for  phrases

PHRASAL 
SEARCHES

Phrasal Searches



Resul ts  maybe  
d isp layed  as  a  
l i s t  o f  word -
fo rms (user  may  
se lect  a l l  o r  
some of  the  
fo rms to  d isp lay  
the  resu l t s ) ,  as  
a  c l ickab le  l i s t  
o f  word - fo rms 
(user  may  se lect  
one  at  a  t ime)  
by  author  and by  
g rammat ica l  
categor y.

Res u l t s  m ayb e  
d is p layed  in  
G r eek  o r  b et a  
c o d e  a nd  s o r ted  
a lp ha b et ic a l l y  o r  
by  t he  d a te  o f  t he  
a u t ho r.  

Users may save, 
print or export their 
search results by 
clicking on the 
appropriate icon.

Display in Greek 
or beta code

Sort results by date 
or author name

Show or hide 
hyperlinks. No links is 
the ADA setting

Display all wordforms 
with their counts as a list

Choose one 
wordform at a time 
to display results

Choose an author from 
the sidebar to view the 
results for the author

Display results by 
their grammatical 
category (Lemma 
Search)

How to cite

Save search

Export citations 
in csv format

Print search 
results

Expand section to 
view text

Specify number of 
lines to display



Proximity

Word Index
Lemma
Textual

TEXT 
SEARCH

Proximity Search

Proximity search allows the user to enter up to three words/lemmata in proximity. 
Up to 50 words of context may be specified. 

The same options used in Simple Search apply to Proximity search.

The lists of word-forms are shown in the left sidebar and the user may choose some 
or all. Results may be displayed as a list or by author (Word Index), as a list, by 
author or by grammar (Lemma) and as a list in Word Index.

Phrasal search is not available in Proximity as of Phase 1.



Search in  
Advanced 
Proximity

TEXT 
SEARCH

Advanced Proximity Search (Beta)

Advanced proximity search allows you to search for any combination of wordforms 
(WI), lemmata (L) or grammatical categories (G) in proximity. Up to 3 search items 
may be selected and up to 50 words of context may be specified. Unlike regular 
Proximity, Advanced Proximity allows you to search for any combination of 
grammatical categories, wordforms or lemmata in proximity.

Advanced proximity is released in Beta version and should be used with the 
understanding that, due to the ambiguity of many Greek forms,  the system may 
produce spurious results.



ADVANCED 
PROXIMITY

Sidebar  l imits

Useful  t ips

Advanced Proximity Search (Beta)

Useful tips:
Advanced proximity, especially when grammatical categories are selected, will produce many results. The 
sidebar may not display all the wordforms but the search engine will return all results.

When you select from Grammatical categories, we recommend making more specific selections, i.e. not 
“Noun” but “Noun, Fem. Dat. Sg.”  A search for “Fem. Dat. Sg” will include articles, adjectives, pronouns 
and participles. If you wish to limit your search to nouns only, you need to specify “Noun, Fem. Dat. Sg.” 

The system returns search results in the order it finds them. This means that the word count is not known 
in advance. The order of the results displayed is not always aligned with the order of the wordforms 
displayed in the sidebar.

The highlighted results are limited to the user’s selected (“Within X words”) and not the lines in context. 
The passage searched is highlighted in green and the forms found will be displayed in red. Forms that 
match the user’s search that fall outside the specified number of words may also be highlighted in red.


